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Where are we?: From Creation to the Judges 
One of the hardest parts of understanding the Bible is simply getting your bearings. It is such a large book with so much content, it is hard to keep the 
storyline straight while trying to follow the common thread and understand the overall message of the Bible. Below is a “timeline” of the key people 
and events that we have looked at in our Old Testament overview from the time of creation through the time of the judges. 
*All years below are approximate, not exact! This is just meant to give you a general overview 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What’s in the books of Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Creation/Sin   Flood/Noah        Abraham – Isaac – Jacob/Israel – Joseph   Moses  Joshua   Judges  
Adam & Eve 

Leviticus 
● Lays out the laws and rituals Israel is to obey in their worship of 

God because of God’s holiness. 
● Emphasizes sacrifices and offerings as the most central activity in 

their formal worship of God and as their only way to restore 
fellowship with God when they had sinned. 

● Explains the importance and responsibilities of the priesthood who 
are the ones chosen to intercede between God and His people. 

● Distinguishes between what is clean and unclean, and explains 
purifying rituals. 

Numbers 
● Numbers focuses on the time period of transition between those 

who left Egypt and died in the wilderness, and the generation that 
followed that would enter into the Promised Land. 

● The book follows the people of God through Sinai, the wilderness 
of Paran, and then to the plains of Moab. 

● It begins by telling of the sin and rebellion of those who left Egypt 
under Moses and God’s judgment on them. Then it tells of the 
promise and hope of the next generation to enter into the Promised 
Land under Joshua’s leadership. 

Deuteronomy 
● Most of this book takes place at the end of the Exodus before God’s people enter into the Promised Land. Moses is still in leadership and a good 

portion of Deuteronomy records his addresses to Israel on the plains of Moab. 
● The central theme of Deuteronomy is the restoring of their covenant with God, God’s sovereignty over Israel, and their status as God’s chosen. 
● They war against the people in the land in order to overtake the land 
● Moses dies at the end of this book and blesses Joshua as his successor. 

1600 years 

Job 
Joshua~Judges~Ruth 

Genesis 

Exodus~Leviticus~Numbers 
Deuteronomy  

300 years 360 years 60 years 120 years 40 years 300ish years 

The Judges: Othniel~Ehud~Eglon~Jael~Cushan~Rishathaim 
Shamgar~Sisera~Barak~JabinII~Deborah~Gideon~Tola~Ibzan 
Elon~Abdon~Samson~Manoah~Delilah~Jephthah~Abimelech 
*Bold names were the major judges 


