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When I was in college I watched a video tape of a man named Ray Comfort. In this teaching session he 
explained how all of the ten commandments have been broken by each of us and how we are all guilty of 
breaking the law of God and therefore in need of His grace. It made a great impact on me and I wanted to 
share with you verbatim what he said…. 
 
Ray Comfort’s Ten Commandments - Taken from How to Effectively Use the Law 
See if you can hold on to your fig leaves of self-righteousness as each of these ten commandments blast their 
barrels at you. 
 
1st Commandment – Exodus 20:3 "Thou shalt have no other gods before me."  
What does this mean, "You shall have no other gods before me." Well, Jesus said what it’s actually saying is 
that we’re commanded to love God with all our heart, mind, soul, and strength. But more, Luke 14:26: "Jesus 
said, ‘If any man hate not his father, and mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, and sisters, yea and his 
own life, he cannot be my disciple." What does it mean "if any man hate not his mother, and wife, and father, 
and children, brethren, sisters, and his own life, he cannot be my disciple." That’s called "hyperbole." A 
statement of extremes. Contrasting love with hate for emphasis sake. And what Jesus was actually saying is 
that your love and my love for almighty God should be so great that all our other affection should fade into 
the background and seem as hate compared to the love we have for Almighty God. Now that seemed rather 
heavy to me, even as a Christian, until years ago. I hired a color television set for my children to watch 
cartoons in the afternoon. First afternoon we had it, I came home, opened the door and said, "Hi kids, it’s me 
your dad." Kids weren’t interested. They were watching television. They were about two foot from the set. I 
said, "Hang on kids," and I turned it off. I said, "Kids, I got that set for your pleasure, but if it comes between 
you and your love for me, it’s going. It’s a wrong order of affections. You’re setting your love on the gift 
rather than the giver." Now if you love your mother, your father, your brother, or your sister, your friends, 
your girlfriend, your sport, your travel, your car, your money, your ministry, or even your own life more than 
you love God, you’re setting your affection on the gift rather than the giver. It’s called inordinate affection. 
God is jealous for our love. And looking back on my 22 years as a non-Christian, I did not love God with 
heart, mind, soul, and strength. In fact, there was nothing in me that desired God. The Bible says, "There is 
none that seek after God." We hate God without cause. Of course, we don’t hate our own God that we’ve 
created without cause, but we hate the God of the Bible if we see Him in truth. He’s a God of righteousness, a 
God of holiness, a God of justice. The name God and the word boredom to me as a sinner were synonymous. I 
had no desire for God. I had broken the first commandment into a thousand pieces. In fact, it had broken me. 
 
2nd Commandment – Exodus 20:4 "You shall not make unto thee any graven image."  
You shall not make yourself an idol; that is, you should not make a god either with your hands or with your 
mind. The twentieth century man doesn’t normally create a God with his hands, but he creates a God to suit 
himself. He makes a god in his own image. He creates a god and says, "My god is not a god of judgment: my 
god would never create hell. My god’s a god of love and mercy." And I would agree with him: his god would 
never create hell because his god doesn’t exist. His god is a figment of his imagination: he’s shaped an image 
to suit himself, to suit his sins, and he loves the god of his own creation. His god doesn’t dictate him a moral 
standard. His god is dumb, "and those that make them are like unto them" (Ps. 115:7–8). The Bible says, 
"Idolaters will not inherit the kingdom of God." If you’re walking down a railway line and there’s a train 
heading for you and it’s fifty feet from your face and it’s going 60 miles an hour, if you say, "Oh, I believe it’s 
a marshmallow train," will that change anything? No. If you don’t get off the line, you’re going to be 
marshmallow. You don’t change realities by your beliefs. And you and I can believe what we wish about God, 
but He says, "I am the Lord; I change not (Mal. 3:6). I love righteousness and hate iniquity (Ps. 49:7); and  
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though hand join in hand, I will by no means clear the guilty (Prov. 11:21). The wicked shall not go 
unpunished." 1 Corinthians 6:9: "Idolaters will not inherit the kingdom of God." 
 
3rd Commandment - Exodus 20:7 "You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain."  
Now most people count God’s name as nothing to a point where they don’t even know they’re using His name 
in vain. I was in a restaurant and after about five minutes there were two girls sitting next to me alongside the 
next table. After about five minutes, I leaned across and said, "Excuse me, would you like this booklet?" and 
gave it to one of the girls. And she said, "Oh, is this a Christian booklet?" and I said, "Yes." She said, "Well, 
I’m a Christian." I turned to her friend and said, "You’re not, are you?" And she said, "Why do you say that?" 
I said, "Because in the last five minutes you’ve blasphemed God’s name four times." She said, "God, have 
I!?" "Five." I said, "Do you know what you’re doing?" And she said, "Not really." I said, "Look, man hits 
thumb with hammer. Mmmm. Very painful. All little messengers are coming up armed to the brain. I mean, it 
is agony. He wants to express how he feels, so he may spit out a four-letter filth word beginning with ‘s’, or 
he may just take God’s name and say, ‘Oh, God,’ or the name of Jesus Christ. In doing so, he is taking the 
holy name of God which is above every name and bringing it down to the level of a four-letter filth word to 
express disgust." And I said to her, "I wouldn’t do that with your name, and you’ve done it with your 
Creator’s name. I wouldn’t be in your shoes on judgment day for all the tea in China." She said, "Ahhh, 
you’ve ruined my day." And I had! She knew in her heart she shouldn’t blaspheme the name of her Creator. 
It’s been said, "Never trust anyone who can blaspheme God’s name. If they can blaspheme the name of the 
God who gave them life, they’ll also lie to you and steal from you." "The Lord will not hold him guiltless who 
takes his name in vain" (Ex. 20:7) "Every idle word a man speaks, he’ll give an account thereof on the day of 
judgment" (Mt. 12:36). 
 
4th Commandment – Exodus 20:8 "Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy."  
Speaks of giving God his dues, and for 22 years, I didn’t set aside one day in seven to worship God in spirit 
and in truth. In fact, I didn’t set aside one second to seek God and say, "God, what’s your will? I want to 
worship you, I want to love you, I want to be thankful, I want to be full of gratitude." Fourth commandment 
slew me. Now, if you’re confused regarding Sabbath keeping, In Search of New Jawbones, our publication, 
has an entire chapter called "Freedom from Sabbath Keeping." 
 
5th Commandment – Exodus 20:12 "Honor thy father and mother."  
This means to value them, to honor them. Ephesians 6:2 says it’s the only commandment with promise. 
Conversely, if it’s not fulfilled, you’ll reap the consequences. "That all may be well with you, that your days 
may be long upon the earth." If you do not honor your father and mother, if you don’t value them as the 
vessels God used to give you life, then all will not be well with you and your days will not be long upon the 
earth. 
 
6th Commandment – Exodus 20:13 "Thou shalt not kill."  
The Bible says if you get angry without cause, you’re in danger of hell fire (Mt. 5:22). 1 John 3:15 says if you 
have hatred in your heart, you’re a murderer. You could say, "I could kill that guy." God says, "It’s the same 
as the deed." He knows why you’re holding back: not because of the goodness of your own heart or for 
conscience sake but for fear of the consequences of getting caught in fulfilling the desire of your own heart. In 
this day and age when abortion is so prevalent, we need to thunder from pulpits and let it echo throughout the 
world, "Thou shalt not kill." 
 
7th Commandment – Exodus 20:14 "Thou shalt not commit adultery."  
Before I was a Christian, my whole attitude in my self-righteousness was this: "Well…I haven’t broken too 
many of the commandments, I’ll probably get to heaven if there is one. ‘Thou shalt not kill.’ I haven’t killed 
anyone. ‘Thou shalt not commit adultery.’ I haven’t done that. ‘Thou shalt not steal.’ I just use to raid  
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orchards as a kid: not counted. Yeah, I’ll probably make it if there is one…heaven." And the night of my 
conversion, I saw Matthew 5: 27–28: "You have heard it said by them of old, ‘Thou shalt not commit 
adultery.’" I thought, "Sweet." But then I read the words, "But I say unto you, ‘That whoever looks on a 
woman with lust hath committed adultery with her already in his heart.’" Suddenly I saw that God required 
truth from the inward part. That God shared my though-life with me. And suddenly I cried out, "Woe is me! I 
am undone. What must I do to be saved?" And suddenly, the cross—I mean, I’ve celebrated Easter for so 
many years—suddenly the cross made sense. Suddenly, I was shut up in the prison of my own sins, and there 
was the key opening the door: the gospel. I was free to go because of what Jesus did on the cross. 
 
8th Commandment – Exodus 20:15 "You shall not steal."  
1 Corinthians 6:10 says, "No thief will inherit the kingdom of God." What do you have to steal to be a thief? 
A paper clip will do; 10 cents will do. God’s not impressed with the amount. If you "pinch" something, if you 
take perks from your boss, you are a thief and there’s no way you can enter God’s kingdom. "Who shall 
ascend the hill of the Lord? He that has clean hands and a pure heart" (Ps. 24:3–4). 
 
9th Commandment – Exodus 20:16 "Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbor." Fibs and white 
lies. How many lies do you have to tell to be a liar? Just the one. Revelation 21:8: "All liars will have their 
part in the lake of fire." 
 
10th Commandment – Exodus 20:17 "Thou shalt not covet."  
It means to be materialistic, or greedy of gain. 1 Corinthians 6:10 says, "The covetous will not inherit the 
kingdom of God." 
 
Conclusion 
And then the final nail on our coffin, James 2:10: "For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in 
one point, the same is guilty of all." If you try and keep God’s law and yet just offend in one point, you are 
guilty in all. In fact, the Bible says, "Cursed is every man who does not continue in all things written in the 
book of the law to do them" (Gal. 3:10). If you say, "I’m going to be right with God by keeping the 
commandments," you’ve got to keep all of them: moral, ceremonial, and civil. "Cursed is everyone who does 
not continue in all things written in the book of the law to do them." Break one of God’s law, you’re guilty of 
all. Same with civil law: you don’t have to break 10 laws to get the police after you, just break one. You’re a 
lawbreaker; you’re in debt to justice. Every hair on a head is numbered. Every idle word that we’ve spoken, 
we’ll give an account thereof on the day of judgment. God sees our thought-life. 
 
The above was taken verbatim from www.livingwaters.com - Subtitles added by me. 


