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Primary Views on the Millennium 
There has been great debate over the timing of Christ’s second coming in relation to the 
thousand year period (millennium) referred to in Revelation 20 (followed by the final 
judgment and the new heaven and new earth). The following views represent the primary 
views that have been established through this debate, the first two being the most 
prominent today. 
 

1. Pre-Millennialism –There will be a seven year period of tribulation followed by 
Christ coming again (Second Coming) to establish His kingdom on earth and rule 
over the earth for a literal 1000 years. There are three schools of thought  within 
this view on the timing of the rapture (transporting) of Christians to heaven in 
relation to the second coming of Christ: 

a. Pre-Tribulation – Christ’s 2nd coming will happen in two stages. First He 
will return to rapture the church before the 7 years of tribulation, and then 
after the tribulation He will return to rule on earth for the Millennium. 
This is the most common view of the rapture and second coming held by 
Dispensationalists. 

b. Mid-Tribulation – Christ’s 2nd coming will happen in two stages. First, He 
will return to Rapture the church in the midst of the 7 years of tribulation, 
and then after the tribulation He will return to rule on the earth for 1000 
years. 

c. Post-Tribulation – The rapture of all believers will happen at the same 
time as the second coming of Christ after the 7 years of tribulation. Then 
Christ will reign on earth for 1000 years. 

 
 

2. Amillennialism – Based on the whole of Scripture (not just Revelation) we can 
know that these references are merely symbolic in nature and that the millennium 
is not a literal 1000 years to come sometime in the future. The reign of Christ on 
earth began at His resurrection and He rules on earth today in the hearts of 
believers. There will be no physical reign of Christ on earth for a millennium. 
Christ’s second coming will end the millennium which we are already in and 
bring about the final judgment followed by the new heaven and new earth. 

 
 

3. Post-Millennialism – The millennium is not a literal 1000 year period, but 
instead is symbolic and refers to an extensive period of time in which the gospel 
will increase on earth and the vast majority of people will be saved, ushering in a 
time of faith and peace on earth. After this, Christ will return (second coming) 
physically to judge mankind and bring about the new heavens and new earth. 
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Major Approaches and Views of the Book of Revelation 
 
 
 
Methods of Interpretation: 
There are 4 main approaches to interpreting Revelation and how the visions will be 
fulfilled. 
 

1. Preterist – (aka Contemporary Historical) Most common approach today. Insists 
that the visions of John grew out of and describe events in his own day. The 
symbols refer to people, places, and events in his world at the time. Fulfillment 
occurred at the fall of Jerusalem and/or the Roman Empire. His purpose in writing 
Revelation was to exhort the readers to remain faithful to Christ as they waited for 
God to deliver them into the eternal kingdom. 

 
 

2. Historical – A view born in the middle ages that believed Revelation was a 
sketch of history from the time of Christ up to their present day. Through this 
approach they identified the beast with the papacy. They believed the millennium 
was about to begin. A more modern view of this says it is a sketch of history from 
the first century til the Second Coming of Christ. 

 
 

3. Futurist – Everything contained in Revelation beginning in chapter 4, will find 
its fulfillment in the very last days of human history just before the Second 
Coming of Christ. A moderate form of this view holds that some of the events 
will take place in history leading up to the final days. 

 
 

4. Idealist – This view takes the stance that the symbolism in Revelation is designed 
to help us understand God’s character and the ways of the world in general, not to 
be identified with real life events in history. It is meant to depict principals of 
spiritual war not real events. 

 
 
In The Returning King, Vern Poythress offers a view that combines the preterist, futurist, 
and idealist views and offers a more balanced way of interpreting Revelation. He explains 
that the “imagery in Revelation is multifaceted” and because of that “many passages have 
at least three main applications namely to the first century, to the final crisis, and to us in 
whatever time we live.” (p.29) 
 


